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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 C.F.R. 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the Issue Fee. 

Authorization for the examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr. 
Richard Soderberg, reg. no. 43352, on January 25, 2008. 

2. In the claims: 

(i) Please cancel claims 3, 9, 16, 22, 29, 35, 43, 48, 55, 60, 67, 72 and 76-1 11. 

(ii) Please amend claims 1, 14, 27, 40, 52 and 64 to the following: 

1. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method of mining human capital 
information for creating a target group, the method comprising: 

receiving user input specifying criteria of association with a dynamic target group to be 
created, by defining one or more attributes of a communication group; 

searching, in response to the input, implicit information that is obtained through 
inference, but that is not directly extracted from prespecified fields, explicitly defined attributes 
or tagged elements of an information content, and that does not directly state interest, expertise 
or responsibility of an individual regarding a subject, to determine if information therein matches 
the defined one or more attributes; 

if a match is determined, using the information to identify individuals to be associated 
with the dynamic target group; 
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communicating with the identified individuals using a communication directed to the 
dynamic target group , wherein the communicating includes sending to the identified individuals 
of the dynamic target group an information request based on at least one of a survey and a 
questionnaire, and wherein communicating includes sending to the identified individuals of the 
dynamic target group at least one of structured communication wherein possible responses to 
queries are predefined and unstructured communication wherein possible responses to queries 
are not predefined ; 

logging at least some of the communications; and 

analyzing the logged communications. 

14. (Currently amended) An article comprising a machine-readable medium storing 
machine-readable instructions that, when applied to the machine, cause the machine to perform 
operations comprising: 

receive user input specifying criteria of association with a dynamic target group to be 
created, by defining one or more attributes of a communication group; 

search, in response to the input, implicit information that is obtained through inference, 
but that is not directly extracted from prespecified fields, explicitly defined attributes or tagged 
elements of an information content, and that does not directly state interest, expertise or 
responsibility of an individual regarding a subject, to determine if information therein matches 
the defined one or more attributes; 

if a match is determined, use the information to identify individuals to be associated with 
the dynamic target group; 

communicate with the identified individuals using a communication directed to the 
dynamic target group , wherein the communicate includes send to the identified 
individuals of the dynamic target group an information request based on at least one of a 
survey and a questionnaire, and wherein communicate includes use at least one of 
structured communication wherein possible responses to queries are predefined and 
unstructured communication wherein possible responses to queries are not predefined ; 
log at least some of the communications; and 
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analyze the logged communications. 



27. (Currently amended) A system for mining human capital information for creating a 
target group, the system comprising one or more computers configured to perform operations 
comprising: 

receiving user input specifying criteria of association with a dynamic target group to be 
created, by defining one or more attributes of a communication group; 

searching, in response to the input, implicit information that is obtained through 
inference, but that is not directly extracted from prespecified fields, explicitly defined attributes 
or tagged elements of an information content, and that does not directly state interest, expertise 
or responsibility of an individual regarding a subject, to determine if information therein matches 
the defined one or more attributes; 

if a match is determined, using the information to identify individuals to be associated 
with the dynamic target group; 

communicating with the identified individuals using a communication directed to the 
dynamic target group , wherein the communicating includes sending to the identified 
individuals of the dynamic target group an information request based on at least one of a 
survey and a questionnaire, and wherein communicating includes sending to the 
identified individuals of the dynamic target group at least one of structured 
communication wherein possible responses to queries are predefined and unstructured 
communication wherein possible responses to queries are not predefined ; 
logging at least some of the communications; and 
analyzing the logged communications. 

40. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method of establishing a target 
group, the method comprising: 

receiving user input specifying criteria of association with a dynamic target group to be 
created, by defining information associated with one or more attributes for the dynamic target 
group; 
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saving the defined attribute information; aad 

searching implicit information that is obtained through inference, but that is not directly 
extracted from prespecified fields, explicitly defined attributes or tagged elements of an 
information content, and that does not directly state interest, expertise or responsibility of an 
individual regarding a subject, for people having the defined attributes to identify individuals to 
be associated with the dynamic target group ; and 

communicating with the identified individuals of the dynamic target group, wherein the 
communicating includes sending to the identified individuals of the dynamic target group an 
information request based on at least one of a survey and a questionnaire, and wherein 
communicating includes sending to the identified individuals of the dynamic target group at least 
one of structured communication wherein possible responses to queries are predefined and 
unstructured communication wherein possible responses to queries are not predefined . 

52. (Currently amended) An article comprising a machine-readable medium 
storing machine-readable instructions that, when applied to the machine, cause the machine to 
perform operations comprising: 

receive user input specifying criteria of association with a dynamic target group to be 
created, by defining information associated with one or more attributes for the dynamic target 
group; 

save the defined attribute information; aad 

search implicit information that is obtained through inference, but that is not directly 
extracted from prespecified fields, explicitly defined attributes or tagged elements of an 
information content, and that does not directly state interest, expertise or responsibility of an 
individual regarding a subject, for people having the defined attributes to identify individuals to 
be associated with the dynamic target group ; and 

communicate with the identified individuals of the dynamic target group, wherein the 
communicate includes send to the identified individuals of the dynamic target group an 
information request based on at least one of a survey and a questionnaire, and wherein 
communicate includes send to the identified individuals of the dynamic target group at least one 
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of structured communication wherein possible responses to queries are predefined and 
unstructured communication wherein possible responses to queries are not predefined , 

64. (Currently amended) A system for establishing a target group, the system 
comprising one or more computers configured to perform operations comprising: 

receiving user input specifying criteria of association with a dynamic target group to be 
created, by defining information associated with one or more attributes for the dynamic target 
group; 

saving the defined attribute information; and 

searching implicit information that is obtained through inference, but that is not directly 
extracted from prespecified fields, explicitly defined attributes or tagged elements of an 
information content, and that does not directly state interest, expertise or responsibility of an 
individual regarding a subject, for people having the defined attributes to identify individuals to 
be associated with the dynamic target group ; and . 

communicating with the identified individuals of the dynamic target group, wherein the 
communicating includes sending to the identified individuals of the dynamic target group an 
information request based on at least one of a survey and a questionnaire, and wherein 
communicating includes sending to the identified individuals of the dynamic target group at least 
one of structured communication wherein possible responses to queries are predefined and 
unstructured communication wherein possible responses to queries are not predefined . 

3. Pursuant to MPEP 606.01, the title has been changed to read: 

- ESTABLISHING DYNAMIC COMMUNICATION GROUP BY SEARCHING IMPLICIT 
INFORMATION THAT IS OBTAINED THROUGH INFERENCE ~. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wen-Tai Lin whose telephone number is (571)272-3969. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday(8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are as follows: 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



(571)273-8300 for official communications; and 



(571)273-3969 for status inquires draft communication. 



January 31, 2008 



Wen-Tai Lin 





